God is Not a Republican or a Democrat (January 2009: 31 Days of Prayer)

Inauguration Sunday- [I Timothy 2:1-4]  

In just two days, not a few miles from here, we will be witnesses to history. For the first time in our nation’s history, an African-American will take the oath of office for the highest office in the land, President of the United States. For sure, the ascension of Barack Obama to the Oval Office has been stunning and a source of pride for many citizens, regardless of color. Under the banner of ‘change’ he endured a hard fought primary and general election, and stands to lead the country in the most difficult period of our history since FDR and the Great Depression of 1929.


Not all citizens are happy, though. We have seen and heard many things about the President-elect, his background, his associations, etc. We have been reminded that there is still a virulent and aggressive strand of racism in America, and that the partisan spirit is alive and well in America. Many citizens, as was their right, did not vote for Mr. Obama, and some even suggested that Obama was the Anti-Christ, or a Muslim extremist masquerading as a politician from Chicago’s South Side.

The partisan spirit - red states vs. blues states; blacks vs. whites vs.  Hispanics; Republican vs. Democrat; male vs. female; rich vs. poor; urban vs. suburban - threatens to choke the life of our country while we deal with record deficits, an economy on the verge of collapse; a war on at least two fronts. The Republicans say the Democrats are too liberal and want to tax-and-spend their way out of this problem. The Democrats say the Republicans favor the wealthy and have no concern for those who are on the margins of society.


It might be helpful to note for the record that God is neither a Democrat or a Republican; He is neither a liberal or a conservative and those who try to squeeze him into a partisan box have not really read their Bibles. As it relates to our leaders, today’s text is very instructive on this Inauguration Sunday: “I urge then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for everyone- for kings and all those in authority.” There is no qualification and no allowance for a partisan attitude. It simply calls the people of God to a posture of prayer for those who lead us in government and have rule over us. What if I didn’t vote for Obama? Pray for Him. What if I think McCain would have done a better job? Pray for Obama. What if I think Hillary really would have made a good President? She’s not and he is - pray for Obama. What if I am a conservative and I don’t think liberals can even know God? Really, really pray for Obama then! What if, what if, what if…? Pray, pray, pray is what the text enjoins us to do.

Be a partisan prayer, if you will. This is rooted in an understanding of power. The psalmist says: “God has said it once, and twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God” (62:11). Paul takes it a step further, from a general discussion of power, to a specific declaration about political power: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established” (Romans 13:1). Paul writes to citizens living under the glare of ‘Pax Romana’ the establishment of law and order through military power - the government that was responsible for killing those that did not agree with them, who would jail this same Paul for calling the name of Jesus. This same Paul says to obey the governing authorities, because the power they operate under really comes from God, and if they misuse that power, they will ultimately answer to God.

Listen at what Mary sings in her song after the Angel Gabriel left her (The Magnificat): “He has brought down rulers from their thrones!” It is this God who elevated Nebuchadnezzar to power to persecute his own people, and allowed the Assyrian empire to pillage his own city, Jerusalem. He allowed this Roman Empire to come to power, but brought down the same when they failed to honor Him and began to get fat on their success, which was built on the backs of those less fortunate. I believe that we, as Christians, should be involved in the political process, including exercising our right to vote. When all is said and done, however, there is a program and agenda that God executes that is beyond the purview of the ballot box - real power, the Psalmist says, belongs to God and He does not need our permission.


So, why vote for a President we may not have supported? The second part of the text answers that question: “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.” Something happens when a ruler is prayed for and submits to the sovereign nature of God’s agenda in the world. There is order established which causes life in our neighborhoods to be quiet and peaceful.  Do you think there is a need for quiet and peaceful lives in Washington, DC - the place of political power in our nation, but which is a place of violence, murder and mayhem as well? This is what God wants, Paul says, and it pleases Him, but we must be delivered of a partisan spirit and pray for those who lead us (last verse of Judges: In those days there was no king in Israel and each person did what was right in their own eyes [21:25]= anarchy).

How should we pray for the President-elect? Pray for his family by name: Barack, Michelle, Malia, and Sasha. Pray for their physical safety and well being. Pray that he would lead with a wise and discerning and humble heart. Pray that he would seek wise counsel, first from God whom he confesses to know, and then from wise advisors who surround him. Pray that he would pursue justice, that he would love mercy and that he would walk humbly with God. Pray that he would be the President of the United States, not just the powerful, the rich or the special interests.


God is not a Republican or a Democrat, but all power belongs to Him. Let’s be biblical Christians today and over these next four years, as we pray for our next President, the Vice-President, the entire cabinet, that the decisions they make under God would lead to quiet and peaceful lives.


Let’s take a few minutes to put I Timothy 2:1-4 into practice.
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