Priorities in Prayer (31 Days of Prayer- January 2009)
John 15:1-8


What is the right way to pray? The honest answer is that there is no one way to pray, in terms of method. If we are going to be successful in prayer however, there is one thing that must be correct.  Above the words we say or the physical posture in which we pray, we must always be aware of our priorities and motivations as we pray.


Many of us put the cart before the horse when we pray.  This passage highlights for us the necessity of being grounded in Christ as we pray. Jesus speaks of Himself as the Vine and we as the branches, and the importance of a branch to be connected to the vine if we are to have true life. He says that God is the gardener and that any branch not connected to the vine cannot bear fruit and that any branch that does not bear fruit is cut off and thrown into the fire. It goes without saying that a vibrant prayer life is part of being fruitful and assists us in glorifying God, as Jesus says in verse 8.


To be fruitful in prayer, we must have the order correct, or our priorities together. Verse 7 is my focus today: “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.” (KJV). I hear a lot of people quoting the second part of this verse, but there is a first part of the verse and it is an ‘if’ clause, meaning that the first part has to be in effect for the second part to result. May I suggest that most of us don’t have a prayer problem.  We know how to pray, especially when we get into trouble. Most of us have a priority problem and we pray the wrong kinds of prayers because we are not abiding in Him.

What does it mean to abide in Him? 1) It means believing that Jesus is God’s Son (I John 4:15); 2) it means receiving Him as both Savior and Lord (John 1:12); 3) it means doing what He says to do (I John 3:24), and 4) it means relating in love to the community of believers, Christ’s body, the church (John 15:12). Now, that’s a whole lot and these things are not just done once and we are done with them; but they are done in a continuous fashion, where as we continue to do them by the power of the Comforter, we continue to be nourished and matured in our faith.


So, how does abiding in Him affect my prayer life? Very simply, it changes my vocabulary. When I abide in Him, I am connected to Him and saturated with Him. When I abide in Him, I am not just reading the Word, the Living Word (Jesus-Logos) is in me, working on me from the inside, including my heart and mouth. When I abide in Him, I am feeding on the Bread of Life and drinking Living Water- literally my spiritual pipes are cleansed from the inside as I feast on Him…

So much so that the second part of the verse takes on a different tenor. I am able to ask whatever I want, but ‘whatever I want’ changes because I am praying the will of Him to whom I am connected! Instead of just praying for things and for stuff, I now begin to pray that my life may glorify Him. Instead of praying and asking God to ‘get my neighbor’ I now begin to pray that my neighbor might come to know Christ through me. Instead of praying for a new job, I now pray that my desk and my co-workers would be affected and infected with the Christ in me. I can’t be in Him and He be in me and still pray the same old selfish, self-gratifying prayers! It must be about bearing fruit to glorify Him!


Priorities are crucial.  I must first, be in an abiding relationship with Him and then I can ask.
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