Purposeful Evangelism (Soul-Winning)

Acts 8:26-35


The Bible declares that “he that wins souls is wise” but some time ago, I heard a disturbing statement by a pastor on the radio: that in their lifetime, most persons who claim to know Christ will never make an attempt to share Him with others. You may not agree with the statement, but there are many reasons why it could be true: Fear of sharing with others; uncertainty about what to say; ashamed of the gospel; unconcerned about the lost, etc.


I raise this issue today because we live in an age of unprecedented spiritual curiosity. Many say they believe in God and believe that there is an after life. The sense that there is more to life that just what happens on planet earth comes from this spiritual awakening we see in our country. The proliferation of tarot card and palm readers; the online blog sites speaking about reincarnation and the new age idea that we are all gods ourselves are helping to speak to untold millions who have a spiritual hunger.


In that context, what does the church have to offer? Do we understand the times in which we live, that as Jesus said: the fields are white for harvest? Do we understand that it is one thing for people to be spiritually aware and hungry, but if they don’t get some real food, they will starve to death?

This is why we must be purposeful in our soul winning. I’m not just talking about handing someone a packet of information about our church, which is great- I am talking about having a burden and learning how to make that burden practical, as it relates to winning a soul to the Kingdom of God. The text today is informative and instructive as we take the call to purposeful Christian living seriously today.


We find Philip in an interesting situation. He had led a successful revival ministry in Samaria (we have spoken about Samaria recently), and now was being called by God to leave that ministry. The revival in Samaria was so successful that the leaders of the church in Jerusalem came to Samaria to see for themselves- great crowds had gathered; the sick were healed; souls were saved- evil spirits were cast out of people, and as Luke reports, there was great joy in the city. Surely, Philip had to have thought: Why am I being called to leave when things are getting good? He had to be tempted to stay, but there was a purposeful meeting just ahead of him. There are three aspects of this encounter that I want us to look at today, in the hopes that we will be purposeful in our soul winning ministry, both individually and as a church.
We must learn to hear the voice of the Lord: On two occasions, the Lord spoke to Philip (26, 29). We must learn to tune our spiritual ears to his voice (my sheep hear my voice) because there are specific instances and persons that the Lord has in mind for us to minister to. We hear so many voices and are influenced in so many ways in the course of one day, but we must learn- through study, reading, prayer, meditation, fasting- to identify the voice of the Lord; to tune our frequency to his, so that we not miss crucial opportunities.


Connected to hearing- we must have an understanding of our place in life. I mean that where we live, where we work, the people in our circles have been ordered by the Lord. It is not an accident that you are where you are, and so we must listen carefully because in Christ, our whole lives are purposed not just to advance ourselves, but to share the life of God with others.

We must learn to respond to the direction of the Lord: The voice of the Lord said go south on the Gaza road and Philip did so. When the Spirit directed him to go to the Ethiopian man’s chariot, Philip did so. God is looking for simple obedience, and the power needed to share with others and the words needs to share with others concerning Christ come as we respond to His direction. The fear of sharing melts as we respond; the uncertainty of how I might look disappears when I respond. There was no time for Philip to waste- when the Lord spoke clearly, he had to respond. There is no time for us to waste- Jesus is coming soon and quickly; when he speaks clearly to you and presents an opportunity to share your faith and witness, you and I are called to respond. What we need will be there as we respond in faith!
We must ask the right questions- we must begin where people are and lead them to Christ: Philip understood the context of the situation and asked the right question: he did not ask the man where he went to church, who his pastor was, or even what he believed about the Rapture or speaking in tongues. He asked the man, who was reading from Isaiah: Do you understand what you are reading? When the man seemed to invite him to share further, Philip climbed in the chariot and began to share further.


Philip did not go into a long discussion of the Samaritan revival- that would have been of no interest to the man. Philip did not go into a discussion of the weather or the current political climate in the man’s country, Ethiopia. While that may have been interesting, it was not the pressing issue of the moment. So often the Lord is pressing us to ask the right questions and gives us the opportunity and we miss by allowing other things- politics, sports, weather- to get in the way of the matter of the soul of that person.

Look was it is reported that Philip did- he began with the passage that the man was reading and told him the good news about Jesus! Can we begin with someone talking about how bad things are at home and lead them to Jesus? Can we listen to someone talking about how difficult things are financially and lead them to Jesus? Can we listen to someone talk about how they don’t go to church anymore because it is not speaking to their needs and lead them to Jesus? Can we talk with someone who thinks that going to church is the same as being in the Kingdom and ask them: Do you understand what you are saying? And from that point, lead them to Jesus?


We sometimes sing a song: People need the Lord; at the end of broken dreams, he’s the open door! All roads lead to Jesus; all questions find their answer in Jesus; all burdens, chains and fetters are broken because of Him. People in the church need Jesus; people outside of the church need Jesus. The cool folks on your job need the Lord; the down and out and the up and out need Jesus…


The question is: will we be purposeful in hearing the voice of the Lord, responding to those clear opportunities and starting where people are and leading them to the Lord, or at least to the point where they take his claims seriously? Someone this morning needs to respond to this message by saying: my wires are crossed; I’m not hearing him clearly. Others need to say: I need strength and courage to respond, and still others need to pray for a discerning and listening heart to lead someone to the foot of an old rugged cross. Lord, give us a burden today and may we be purposeful soul winners!

Accokeek First Church of God
Message Outline (8/30/2009)

“Purposeful Evangelism” (Soul-Winning) [Acts 8:26-35]

Introduction: “He that wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30). A disturbing statement I heard regarding average Christian believers and evangelism. We live in an age of great spiritual curiosity- what the church have to offer?

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch: Three Strands of Purposeful Evangelism:

- Learning to Hear the Voice of God (On two occasions, the Lord spoke to Philip)


* How do I distinguish His voice from the others? (Spiritual disciplines)


* My place in life/circle of persons- is it an accident?

- Learning to Respond to the Opportunity


* What happens when I respond to clear direction from God?
- Asking the Right Questions, Leading a Person to Christ


* Where Philip began the conversation


* All roads lead to Jesus!
