The Power of Agreement (31 Days of Prayer- January 2009)

Genesis 11:1-9


I am often asked the question: “Can’t I stay home and worship or pray by myself?” The simple answer is: Yes, you can. You can do that if you choose, but we must know that it is both contrary to God’s plan for the church, and that an independent spirit cuts us off from the power that comes from agreement.


What is biblical agreement? The Bible refers to it in several places: “How can two walk together unless they agree?” (Amos 3:3); Psalm 133 talks about “how good and pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in unity.”  In Acts 2, we find several references to agreement, beginning with verse 1: ‘When the day of Pentecost was come, they were all together in one place.’ To agree biblically does not mean that we are in harmony about every particular issue in life: there are Democrats and Republicans; some like cold weather, others hot; some of us like Ford, others Chevy and on and on. To agree biblically means that we are of one heart and mind when it comes a particular task undertaken by the church to expand the Kingdom or regarding the nature of Christ and His finished work on the Cross. To pray in agreement would go something like this: there is a particular need in our church, and a group of us pray together in faith, confessing and agreeing that God is able to meet that need.

The Bible says that great things happen when we learn to pray and walk in agreement. This is such an important principle because God Himself models it for us- specifically, the agreement of the Trinity shows how serious God is regarding agreement. We might say this morning that God agrees with Himself! In the first chapter of your Bible, God declares these words regarding our creation: “And God said, Let us make man in our own image.” The Father, Son and Holy Spirit convened a board meeting and came into agreement regarding what you and I would look like, and it was so! At the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist at the Jordan River, we again see these three distinct persons in agreement: Jesus was baptized into the water, the Spirit descended as a dove, and the Father spoke: “This is my Son, with Him I am well pleased.”  Jesus went forth from that place and began His powerful and public ministry.


The story in our text is yet another example of the power of agreement, this time from a negative perspective. It is a familiar story.  The post-flood world, operated with one language and speech.  The people had it in their minds to build a tower that reached all the way to heaven. From the beginning of time, there has been a desire in humankind to be like God and to reach where He is, but notice God’s reaction here. First, He comes down to where the people were, but then God makes a startling confession about agreement: “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them!”

God confesses that if we would ever put our hearts and minds together for a singular purpose, then the power of agreement would cause us to be successful. The implication is that if God had not broken up the Babel project, they would have been able to build the tower. There is power in agreement, both negatively and positively- how do you think 21 highjackers were successful on 9/11? They were in agreement around a singular purpose, even though there were those in the government who had information that some groups were thinking about using planes as bombs. How does a sports team become successful? There must be agreement about the goal to win and each member does their part to reach the goal.


How does a church become successful when it comes to the goal of expanding the Kingdom and glorifying the King? We must learn the power of agreement: If they agree to do this, then nothing will be impossible for them. If we learn to connect in prayer with other like-minded people, then the principle becomes operative. If we learn to worship in agreement as we surround the throne of God and crucify our agendas, the agreement principle kicks in and the power becomes evident when we agree.  Our success is not based on how many people we have, but how many we have walking together.

In this month of prayer, we are being called to pray together- in person, on the phone, even on the Internet. There is too much of an independent, disconnected spirit in the modern church, and when we are not connected to Christ and His Body, we miss out on the power that comes from agreement. What power are you talking about? The power that comes from Presence: “If any two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 18:19-20).


God showed the power of agreement when he called us into being, and at the base of a proposed tower in Babel. He showed through the first church that the Spirit of Pentecost comes when we are together in one place, and teaches us how to get our prayers answered. Can you say today with me, with others in this church: We agree? If so, there is power and anointing available that you have never experienced or fathomed before. Let’s plug into this power!
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